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EDETORS! TRTTER

There will be only one morc issue before the slection, and we would
like that issue to contain ss much matorial as possible to help all Labour
snpporters in their lmet~minute endeavours to beat the Tories,

We do got brickbsts oo readers must excuse us the lwwmry of gquoting,
from time to time, some of the bouguets we get, Thus we are pleased to
read in a letter from Ernie Robortss "..I find "The veek" quite a valuable
booklet and it is well worth cﬁvginuing." We think so too when we gei
letters like this, and, we might &8 does the poor devil who does the collating.
But he is of the opinion that is time it was printed. Sericusly though, we
will be announcing seversl development plans immediately after thedection
and would urge readers to give us every help. '

Published by The Week, 54, Park Rd., Lenton, lottingham,
Subseription ratos on application,
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WHD PAYS (FOR TORYISM)?

We have heard a lot sbout the price of Labour's promises frem the
Tories and their oress. OFf course Wilson has counter-atiacked but we want
to dwell a little on a virtually unimown cost of Toryism: that of the 1001
business fiddles, which are not even declared for tax purposes. Hecently
there came inteo our possession copies of a Property Letter which proudly
proclaims across its heading, "Circulated privately to businessmen". Some
quotations from this are, we think, in order. In issue number 34,which was
deseribed as "our Property Company issue", there appeared: “...the concept
of the limited compeny is one of the most mervellous legal ficitions ever
imagined.." Why? becruse "In general tax regulations very much fawvour limited
companies,” and "Here is gn intercsting example of tax savel...o married
man,. .who has g gross Tental  income of £1,300. He will norredly suffer
some £390 in tax. Suppose that this income is received not by him but by
a company in which he and his wife have an equal sharcholding., They are
both directors, The husband draws £640 a year salary, his wife £520.
Expenses amount to £10, The remaining £130 gross is paid to them as divid-
ends. The total tax suffered drops to about £165." IAnother example: "Say
a yropoerty dealing company buys & property for £8,000 and sells it 5 years

_ later for £12,000. The £4,000 profit will be subject to the fall rate of

income tex, == will the income from the rents...low, say an investment
company were to buy the same property and sell it for the same profit after
3 vears. 1%t pays no tax on the £4,000 because this cannot be distributed
as dividords but mist be credited to the capital accounte..” (Gur emphasia)

However, our business adviscors don't confine themselves io advising
their olients how to avoid paying tax. In snother issue which ™is dewvoted
to money" there are some tips for would-be Clores. We read: “The best
substitute for capital you haven't got is cunhning. Here are three lessons
in finsnce that prove Simon was. far from simple...The First demonstrates
how to get the highest return on invested capital —— and the wisdom of
borrowing alwavs, Io matter how big your essets. 1ts based on this Tinan-
eigl premises "The grester -+the amount borrowed at fixed interest; the
greater the retwrn on personal capital invested"...Tske s simple sum of £100
..and suppose you buy property for it with = 20§ return. You borrow nothing
and you earn a straight £20 on your £100 capital. lNow say you borrow 5060
at 6% interest and therefors at a cost of £3 a yesr. So you'we then invested
50% of your personal capital and after paying intercst you receive £17. So
£1T on £50 invested g#ives you a return of jgé_ - i.8.; you've lupped your
capital roturn from 20% to 34%. Now consider 75% borrowed...This gives you
a 62% return...{and you get tax relief on the interest)."(our emphasis)
"Lastly, to rub in the point, suppose you can borrow 90%..."this leaves you
witheeea return of 14660 In times of rising profits and rising rents" (our
emphasis) " this high gesr ratio leads to greater refurns..." The seccond
tip is thet of "Booster contracts™ and the letter says: "This coperation is
thoroughly immoral. It could even constitute fraud. We don't recommend it,
but it is done..™ It then goes on to describe the operation - one con almost
hear the clicking of tongues in cheeks. However we have quoted enough to
nalte our point.

ug & tiny corner is 1ifted Ft Eéavy table-cloth which closgks a

myriad fiddles, Somewhere in the Letter thers was reference to a magical
effect, but there is no EEf%Efa 21 this money comes from our work, our taxes,
end our efforts. We, tBe 3%hpfn pay for Toryism snd its Bingo-type economy.
Labour nust completely cradicate this kind of thing by mobilising the working
class arqund the slogan of ‘'upening the books's
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D.di.T,A. TELLS MEMBERS TO BE CAREFUL ABCUT THERIMS OF ENMPLOYLENT

The Draughtemen's and Allied Techniciandg Assccistion hea warned its
nembers to study closely their written terms of employment which hove been
provided by thelr employers to comply with the Contracts of Employment Act.
The Enginesring Poployers! Federstion recently gave its member-companies
advice on providing these statements and the union wants to check eny
attempt by employers to give legal stetus to wmluntery collective apreements
between mnions and employers. This could be done by including these agree=
ments in the terms of employment. The union fears that if this were done
it would be liable to more Rookes w. Barnard type cases,

4 spokesman for the Assodaticon said on Ocotober Ath thot there wns
no suzgestion of memtbers being instructed fto reject their contracis en masse.
However if o member found that the informetlon provided by the employer
included the industry's negotiating procedure he could not sccept the
gtatemietits e taks the traditionzl British point of view that the procedurs
szreement is a voluntary method of setiling disputes and not = legal oblig-
ation,” he concluded,

from a legal eorrespondent.

TONDOW U.P.W. MEN PIGHT EXPULSIONS from a London readexr

(n September 24th the Tnion of Post Office Workers exscutive expelled
Harry Jones, chairmen, DHck Lawlor, secretary, Mr. M. Styles, sassistant
seoretary and national executive member, snd four other members of the London
Digtrict Couneil Postmen's section. They were charged with uncons fdtuticnal
action by calling for industrial action in comnection with the proposal by
the Post Office %g %Egrcﬂuce part-time labour. According to the executive
industrial scticn prerogative of the executive, and although the decision
to ban overtime was taken by en overwhelming majority it rendered the men
ligble to expulsion.

Hiow the postmen are hitting back at this high-handed aciion by two
methods: firstly,a petition has been circulated demanding reinstateront,
Then members of London branches deponstrated outside TPW house at Claphsm
on londay, Oetober 5th, they handed in forms with over 6,000 aignstures.
Secondly, the action is being challenged legslly. The solicitors for the
seven ammomnced thet a writ hed been issued soainst the UPW tn set asmide
the expulsion. It is =lso expected that an application will be made 1o the
High Court for sn injunction restraining the wnion from implementing the
expulsion pending a hesring of the case. Some idea of the bad feeling that
has been created can be gucged from the fact that an invitation to Ir. Dn
Smith, secretary of the unicn, to attend a social crganised by the Mount
Fleasant branch, has been withdrswm. 4t this social Bon Smith was to have
received o £2,000 donaticon from the Mount Pleassnt men to the union's
fighting fund. Posimen at the Weat Centrel sorting office sre reported to
have demended that the money be returned.

ROBERT WITLIS TO TAKE PART TH W.U.5. 'BATLOT RTIGEING! PROAR

The TUC have ammounced that Robert Willis, menersl secretary of the
Wational Graphical fssopciation, has been appointed by them to take part dn
the Thallot rigging'! iwvestigation in the National Union of Seamen. The
committee of inguiry was due to hold its first meeting on Octocher 6th. Ita
four members are all sea~going member of the NUS. (See ileek Vol. 2 No. 11)
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|
| APPRENTICES CALL NATIONAT, STRIKE from an A.E.U. correspondent

Cn September 27th a meeting was held in llanchester which was attended
by delegates, representing spprentices and jimior workers' commitieecs, from
many parts of the country., They caue together to form the nucleus of the
Apprentices! NWational Commities. At this meefing & resolution ealling for
a national sirike in support of the Apprentices' Youth Charfter was passed
unsnimonsly., This resolution was sponsored by delegates from a number of
divisions: Manchester, Reading, London, Portsmouth, etc.s Thore wern some
twenty letters from junior workers' and apprentices! committess pledeing
support for strike action should it ba called, also & large number of
latters from big factory JWCs = for example, AFIL, Churchill Machine
Tools, EMV, Frances Shaws, ICT, etc., etc. These and many more pledge
their suppori for strike action. On these grounds the date was sct for a
national apprentices! and junior workers' strike on November 2nd, 1964.

The charter ig the official ABU Apprentice Youth Charter, and its
démands include:

(1) the following percentages of the skilled man's rate (£10,11.8d)
to be pzid to all appreontices: at 15 years, 606 at 16 years. 65%; at 17,
T70%; at 18, T5%; at 19, 80% and at 20, 90%. At present the rate paid
varive from 22,5 plus 9/4d at 15, to 62.5% plus 28% at 20;

2} a 35-hour working weel;

5% four weelta' anmual paid holiday;

4) thae payment of full wages during sickness;

(5) full trade union negotinting rights for all young workers,

The Fotional Apprentices! Wpges and Conditions Campai T Committee
he2 sent letters to all JWCs and other young workers' committees cxplaining
their reasons for calling for the strike. They are asking nll the JWCs:

El to produce 5,000 copies of a leaflet on the strike;

23 to distribute these at factories end day collegess

[5; to contact sll pporentices in the ghipbuilding and enginecring
unions to ask their support;

(4) %o raise finmmce to cover the cost of the campaign,

Two more National Commitice meetings have been srrenged; for 16th
October and the 8th of November. Both will be held in Manchester, The
Committec states that it, and the trade mmions conceaned, will not tolerate
victimisation of apprentices. The Cormittee is snwious to contact all in
the shipbuilding and engineering industries who can help the cempaign. 411
communicetions should go to: J.F. 0'Shea, 81, Lofting Ri., Islington London Nl.

BANNED COVERTINE - 500 ELECTRICIANS SACKED by a special correspondent

For four months electricians at the Sizewell muclear power station site
have had @ claim in for & £1 site allowance. Two weeks ago because they
had heard nothing from the Feticnsl Joint Industriel Council they decided
to ban overtime and reduce their working week to 42 hours. Vhen they still
heard nothing strike action was decided. Meotings were held at the site
gates Fridiy after noon (October 2nd) ond the men stayed out. The management
then issued an ultimatum thet the men muat inform them by %.30 if they inten-
ded to return to work, After this s spokesman for the management symounced
that all 500 had been sacked for failing to work “properly during the past
two weeks".
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TORY GROUP CALLS FOR ABOLITION OF PAMILY ALLOTANCES

The October issue of Crossbow, the guerterly publication of the Bow
Group,(a ginmer group of Tories) contains a symposium spotlighting lowg-
term policies for the next Tory Government. Among the sugzestions are

that ront confrol, while retained for areas where there is still a housing
shortage, should be abolished vwhere there is sufficient "decent" housing,
Most startling though, is the contention thet femily allowances do not
meet real needs and that they should have been nbolished long ago in favour
of an improved system of tax allowances for children of those whoe really
necd the money.

This is a reel piece of Tory double-think which is in lime with iheir
generel policy of robbing the poor to feed the rich, Coviously thae frrilies
most in nead of family allowsmces sre those who don't pay tax at present,
whilst increased tax allowances will favour the better off scotions of the

communi ty.

BUILDING LAWD TN BIRMINGHAM ROCKETS TO £4. 8. 33 PER SOUARE TARD

The Finencial Times of October 5th carried the foll-wing itens

"Further evidence of the . rising cost of lend was secen at the recent
auction by Cheshire Gibson and Son when it offered 9% acres of freehold land
at Selly Ock, Birmingham, owned by Imperial Metal Industries..With the lend
went cutline planmning permission for residential development and the price
obtained was £206,000 from a Midlands building group. This worked out at
£2,370 per acre which is believed to be the higheet price =ver paid for
building land in the Midland conurba tion..."

This works out at no less than £4. 8. 3d per sguare yard, and is the
direct result of the Tory policy of e free—for—all in Iend. What this mesns
in terms of putting up the prices of houses can be seen when one doss a
little caleulation, 4 small room in a coumeil house would meagure 22 sguare
yords, thus at this price the land for esch room (not counting gardens,
possazes, ete.) would be neariy £1001

THOUS/RES FACE EVICTION IF TORIES WIN

One of the provisions of the Tory Rent fct of 1957, which is due 1o
come into force on fpril lst, 1965, will place the living sccomodation of
thousands in jeopardy. During the war large numbers of houses were taken
over by loeal authorities for bombed-out families., In 1955, the Toriss
pushed through an act which handed back these properties to the criginal
owners but which allowed the tenants to retain tenancy. Tnder the 1957 fiet
their security of temure will end on April lst, 1965, and the landlords will
have the power to eviect them. That the landlords will take this sction in
most cases is certain. Much of the property concerned, especlally in
London, is in areas where speculators have been rife,

Over 200 tenants who hnve this threst hengine over their heods have
formed an sssociation to demand rehousing Hndjbr probection against eviction.
They live in the Hyde Park ward of Paddington, end they have been active in
the srea. A meeting to explain the position and call for action has been
amnnounced for October 6th,
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THE STORY BEHIND THE BELFAST RICTS by W. Barrett (Belfast)

Théere is a world of difference between the voting pattern of those
living in Northern Irclend and those living in other parts of the Tnited
Hingdom, West Belfa=i iz the only “marginal"™ seat in the Province - and
voting splits ftwe weys. Firstly, Protesiant or Homsn Catholic; and
secondly, Unionist or Socialist.

Thus, there are (so far) 4 candidates: Unionist, Republican, Northern
Iralnnd Tabour snd Republican Igbour. If there are sufficient of the
Protestants who wish to vote srainst the present Wesiminster Government to
split the Unionist (Protestant) vote, i.e., by voting for Northern Ireland
Lebour, then the large R.C. population of West Belfast could vote in suffi-
cient mmbers for the well-known Repubhlican Labour candid-ic to win him the
geat, This fact is realised by the Thionists and the béginning of the
riots stem from the sction of the Rev. lan Paisley, who is a fematical
Protestant Unionist mindister, and who sbuses his calling by constently
attacking the R.C. chuxrch.

In the past the Bire flar has been displeyed at the Republican H.Q.
shop window witlout these riots teking place, However, this time, with a
Westminster sest plainly vulnerable, the followers of Paisley have made such
a fuss that the illégal showing of the Bire flag has been chAillenged. The
police, acting within the law, which can, unfortunately, be initcrpreted

fairly widely, have used their ;owers and forcibly removed the flag., Thisg
aoction wes the fuse to the seri-2 «f ricots snd the effect hns been to infl-
ane the sectarian feelings of Wect HFelfast in particular, and the voiing

pattern of Horthern Ireland in gemeral.

The Uniuglstg hope that the R.C. people will split their alleziance
and vote in such nutbera for the straight Republican that the Hepublicsn
Iabour vote will be cut, ALAlsg; that the Protestants will woie s0lid Tnioniat
and that the eni product will be "no change" in West Belfast,

So far as the riots are concerned, one can sympathise with the police.,
They normslly carry arms and had 1o provoke the Catholic working class by
acting under orders by remov g Bire Ffinx, . The kind of people who ook
part in the riots were young men, age range 16 - 25, accompanied by their
girl friends or wives in some cases, OQuite young children formed the crowds
that started off the trouble, It was when the public houses closed snd the
adults appeared that the viclence bezan in earnest, although it must be
stressed that drink was not the nein cause of the inflemeod feelings.

In meny respects, one must be thankful that the police succecded in
keeping _ the rival zangs of Protestants (from Shankill Rd.) and of
Catholics (from Falls Rd.) from clashing. The rosds mentioned run through
blesk Victorisn housing arcss, and sve parallel so that it is very difficult
for the police to block all commecting strects,

It is to be hoped that the mass of the electorate of West Belfast
will not be too influenced Yy the events of the past weel, snd that they
will reject relipgions sectarisn politics,

Ed. note: Our Northegﬁﬁ%ﬁFgéspnndent is to be thanked for the prompt way
he replied to a request for the nbove article. Ve hope British readers have
more insight now into how 12 Torics happen to sit in Westminster,
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SOCTALIST EDUCATION by Michael Barratt Brown

The Coates-Topham memorandum on Socialist Education is a bold bid to
bring under the broad umbrella of Clause Four the fragmented forces of the
Labour left. Exdisting discussion groups and left socisties 'could! he
united on the practiical “task of preparation for industrial self-management;
existing publications 'might! bhe placed at the service of the new umbrelis
organisation; the existing interest of trade unions in education 'should!
be harnessed to support a new series of correspondence courses and educati-
onal syllabuses, Before examining the implications of +his hopeful _
programme, it is necessary first to examine the assumptions of tha
memorandiim, '

The assumptions are explicit:

(1) that socialism needs = society to do for it what the Fabian
Society has done for social reforms But is this a correct contrast? fas
not the success:of the Fabians perhaps been the preparciness of lpeal
groups and of the editors of their publications to embrace both social
reform and socialism - see especially their trade union pamphleta?

(2) that the replacement of the NCLC by a centralised agency of the
TUC creates the need for a specifically socialist educational body. 3Bat
has socialist education in the past depended so entirely upon the the NCLO
and does not the TUC's new commitrment 4o education not create a sreat new
opportunity for developins work within the TUC framework, which certainly
should not be abandoned witho-t trial?

(3) that the Ladour Party commitment to Clause Four and "the best
possible system of popular sdministration® is the unifying force that can
rally the left to = singzle organisation for discussion, education and
propeganda, But is not the Labour FParty itself the umbrella, with Clause
Four now printed rather more clearly on it, that unites people with widely
varying opinions about the speed and means by which the goal of Clanze
Four should be apprrached? Any body that opposes socianlism +o social
reform is putting forward a very definite view about speed and means rather
than simply emphasising the ultimate goal.

My gqueries nmbout these basic assumptions may be tested by looking at
the implications of the programme put forward for the body proposed in the
document. As soon as we ask which existing discussion groups could be
united, which existing publications might be placed at its service, which
unions! interest in education should be harncssed, we face as ever the
yevning gaps that divide the left. T do not wish, however, to be wholly
negative and destructive., I believe that this is a moment of great oppor-
tunity and need, and for many of the same reasons that Coates and Tophanm
adduce for their proposals; but my aim would be more modest,

There are at least three crucial tasks that have now to be faceds
the first is a new development of discussion on the general advance to
socialism in the advent of a new Labour Government. I do not believe that
any new orgsnisation is required to do this, I believe that socialists
should be doinz it inside their labour parties. On the narrower gquestion
of socialist education there is +he need for discussion among those who
are concerned with trade union and working class education and some new
organisation may be required for this.

continued over/
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" Socialist education contimmed/

_ The second is a new development of this education in the unions and
the Labour Pariy. Here an opportunity exists for all who are interested

€0 push the TUC central and regicnal officers to underiske the conferaence,
Schools, day release classes that will be concerned, not just sith shop
Stewsrd training, but with the gonersl education that is necessary to aquip
cur people for workers' self-nmansgement. The TUC scheme provides the frame—
work; what goes inte it will depend on who pushes,

The third is a new development of publications to roplace Piebhs and
the NCLC. In this field the IRD and the Fabians have been doing excellent
work:; do we want 2 new society for this or a new publishines honse? What
we want are the new bocklets, the new books snd pamphlets and gyllzbuses.
That there is o narket for an integrated series of study guides on politieal,
sacdal, . cconomic and trade union history, on economics ond poli?ics, -
national and international cannot be in doubt. That tasks should shared
out, titles agreed and the afforts of those engaged in this work should be
cocrdinated is evidemt, but do we need a new socinlist socilety trying
desperntely tc unite people wnder the Clause Four umbralla to get this®

My conclusion is that we should try to gather together a Fathar wide
(but not too wide so that it can't sgrec) Advisory Committee of Trade Tnion
Hducation, that this body chooses an editorial bosard to find money and
begin publishing the study guides and booklets, syllabuses and correspond-
ence courses that trade unionists need to develop their capscities and
understanding for the attainment of workers' self management. If further
aciivities - discussion groups, @tc., - develop from this so much the -
better, In the first instance, let us siart with proparing the meterial
for discusasion,

TEE NEFD FOR 4 VOFCE OF YOUTH by George Eltham

One of the encouraging factors in the development of the Voice papers
has been the growth of special editions - e.g., London, Nottingham, Yords,
A.E.T., ete., There is =n 1rgint case for this to be oxtended into the
youth fi-1d. Eyebrows might be raised at the idea of yot another youth
paper, but the arguments are strong, A Voice youth edition would have an
inbuilt insurence agsingt factionelism. It would be the only youth prper
with direct iinks with the broad left. Not only would this meka for the
type of debete needed between wlements of the left acting in a coordinsted
manner for sgreed aims, but it would alsc give a link between vouth and
"adult" sections of the movement. The sbsence ofsuch a link has basn a
big factor in the demise of the T5.

In the likely event of YS cglosure or reorganisation, the left TS

papers will be badly hit. A Voice youth pdition would have the protecticon

of the Voice network in distribution, etc. Two big mistakes hzve been
‘made in the past in the field of youth papers. There has not been enough
coneentration on youth issues, nand the youth issues dealt with have been

too much confined fo the 7S, The folly of the latter will be vary apparent

if the I3 is closed. CHD has also been meglected lately., 4 youth paper
should also deal more with semi-political amd "social" issugs. The general
election will draw into politics a larger influx of young vepple than we have
seen since the incevtion of the Y8, This, plus the plight of the ¥3, makes the
need for action on this ides urgent. There may be a case for basinr the peper
in the north. The venture would have the full support of the Voice aditors.
inybody intercsted, econtact either B. Vester, 13, Keynsham Gdns., London SE 9,3
or Voies, 57, Crystel Palace Park Rd., Iondon S.E. 26.
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LA GAUCHE SINS "OPEN UP THE BOOXS!I™ fron Bob Gregory

The following +trensletion is from an article in the Belgian 1p€tfhiﬁg :
weekly, La Qauche, which is edited by Ernest llandel, The article,whith Sppeared
in the September 26 issue, is noteworthy for two reasons, First it shows the
identity of the employers! tactics in developed Western Eurcpesn countries) onid]
secondly, it indicates how a podtive resistence to =n ‘incomes policy! may be
developed by the trade unioms in these countries around the demand for the open-~
ing of the books,

"The meeting of the National Committee for Economic Expansion has had no
definite outcome..It has been suggested that there was discussion seroomd the
issue of = 'wages policy', the mcceptance of such = policy would only come through
'moderation' which would have for either side, an attitude close to that of the
employers. Meenwhile, Citizen Spinoy" (the socialist Minister for Ecenomic
Affairs) “has developed his views...hs adopted the term 'moderation! end talked
of the necessity of maintaining wage incresses within the confines of & rise in
productivity...we have demonsirated that this thesis is nct in accordance with
the theoretical datn and the facts of experience. It is possible to increase
Weges nore rapidly than productivity, without provoking a rise in prices; it
involves, quite simply, 2 redistribidion of Tevenue in favour of labour =nd at
the expense of capital, This is morsover, fthe only nesns of briming sbout this
redistribhution. ..

L

fhat must be remembered sbove all else is that the 'share of the ceke!
distributed to labour hes greatly diminished compared with the pre-war period,
It must be strongly emphasised that - the 'share of the ceke! falling to lsbour
in Belgium is the smallest of all in the countries of the Common Market =nd that
woges continue to lag behind those of all Belgium's neighbours.ess

"The whole discussion is tied up with an earlier issue that must be raised
time 2nd time again. How can ane compare the incomes of labour snd capitel when
the former is knomalmost down to the last penny and the exsct income of the
employers can never be properly ascertained? Is iz necegsary to recall here the
mwizht of writings concerning tax evasion and fraud in the private sector, which
were impressively quotcd whon the issue of fiscal reforn was being discussed, -
but which =re not mentioned at all when attenpts are being made to impose =
so-called 'incomes poliey!? Is it necessary to recall the accountants of the
large capitelist concerns who sre paid to mow a thousand ways of undersiating
current income, from the accelerated devaluation of plant and stock, to the
disguise of mcquisitions of new plant wmmder the general hesding of 'expenses!
without menticning the phenemenon of the ‘expense nccount civilisation'?

"The capitalists —-awear against all the evidence that their profiis are low
and thet their capital is not 'sufficiently rewsrded!, That's grezst! They should
therefore have no objection to allowing us to seek evidence to prove ithem wrong
by consulting their books, as Victor Larock has suggeatod, DBefore the General
Council of the PSB, Ernest Clinne has teken up this argument and has ealled for
the opening up of the books, This Cry must preface any discussion om 2 so-called
'incomes policy'. Otherwise we will be engaging in advomce in a fools bargain,
If we go into negotistions with our eyes closed, because the income of lshour is
exactly lmown, weshill find thet where capital is concerned,.we shall only Imow
what the employers want us %o know of their Ancome (in order that they pay =s
1ittle in taxation s possible). Isn't this the reply that the trade union move-
zent must give to the voice of the siren vamping the merits of an 'incomes policy!
or of a 'socizl programme'? Before engaging in debate on this subject, let them
open up the books of capital mnd let us discuss with open books, that is to Bay,
onl an equsl footingl™
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HEHIND THE NIGERTAN GENERAT, STRIZE from Julian Atkinscon

The Finsncial Times of October 1 hed o specliel d-psge dnsert devoted
to Nigeria, Jmong the articles was one by Billy J. Dudley of the Iniversity
College, Ibadan. This was guite remarkable for the frank way he spoke of
socizl differentiation in the country. A few extrncts from the article will
show the basic reasons why Wigeria had a general strike:

N essstew countries in the world show the same degree of disparity
of earned incomes as ¥igeris, where the ratio between the lowest and the
highest paid is as much as one one to over 400, Much of this differentist-
jon is & herditsge of Nigeria's colonisl past. But independence, rather
thar nerrowing the zap between rich =nd poor, has only served to enhance
and to perpetuate what should be intolerable, At one end of the sogial
scale iz the mass of general and unskilled labourers - and the subsistence
farmers, who.e.exist in penury. They live in overcrowded condltlona, a8 many
as 3 in a small room for which the rent is as much as 25% of their income,
surrounded by filth and dirt and with limited medical facilities,

it the other end of the social spectrum are the top civil servants,
university lecturers, senior employees of the public corporsticons and the
politicans., A1l these live in comforteble luxury =nd enjoy every perguisite
of office, well furnished government 'quarters' at subsidised rents, motor
car and childrens' rllowances snd frequent free trips ebroad. Thedr child-
ren either go to expensive private schools or are educated abroad...

"Cverhanging this is the fthreat of rapidly growing unemployments It
is sadd, for instance, that of the 400,000 leaving the primary schools in
1963, only %% were absorbed intc secondary schools or succeeded in finding
some form of employment. It is In this conftext that the general strike in
June must be viewsd. The strike, which lasted for 13 days, resulted in a
virtuzl paralysis of the economy and involved an estimated 800,000 workers,
was directed as much to the demand for higher weges and improved soci=l
conditions as it was simed agsinst the mnwarrsnted privilezes enjoyed by the
favoured foWess

Wifith an additional waze burden, some firms - for instance one near
Lagos mamufacturing plastic pruoducts - have ammounced that they might have
to close down if further inducements are not given by the Government.
Others have had to reconsider further expansion as a direct result of the
forced increases in wege costs, while a few, faced with the inability to
meet the increased cost of operntions, and a higher wa's bill, have been
threatened with strike action. Besideg this, thc threat aof 1nfl“tion coupled
with the new found power of the unions, _t iz suggested, now cﬁus1ng private
investors to Tegard investments in Nigeria as toc high a risk..."

Cne might comment that the future of Nigerie, unless it !.pgoes along
the =soeielist rosd, looks wery bleak indesd.

MOZIMBTONE JOURNAL CIL"LR"}ES PLCT BETWEEN IAW SHMITH AND SATAZAR

Mozambigue Revolution, the journal of the Mozambioue Iiberation
Front, charged in its October 1st issue, that s secret szrecment hed been
sipned between the governments of Southem Bhodesia end Portugal during Tan
Smith's wisit to Portugel last month, A direct conseguence of ‘this has been
the transferring of a large number of Portuguese troops to the Southern
Bhodesian border. The papsr pledged support for the Zimbabwe peoplds strugsle.
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MAEK LANE SLAMS WARREN REPORT by George Lavan

Warlk Lene, Chaimen of the Citizens' Committee of Inguiry and the
man chosen by Lee Oswald's mother to represent her son, has issued a 28-page
comment on the Warren Commission's report on the asssssination of Kennedy,
Tt is a scathing indictment of that body's composition snd procedurs, It
contains numerocus refutations of points accepied by the Commission and
asserta that memy important facts and questions by Lane besed on them had
been ignored, left unanswered or dealt with dishonestly. Here are some of
the points made by Lene:

(1) "Were Oswald permitted to live to face “trial, mot & single
zember of the Commission would be permitted to serve as a Juror...411 seven
members have =n association with the government, which is in this case the
prosecutin- BEency,"”

(2) “Oswald's family was denied the right o secure counsel to
represent his interests before the Commission; cross—ex-mination on behalf
of the accused wes dispensed with... No one representing Oswald was permit-
ted to present an effirmative defence on his behalf, and althousgh trials in
America are open and public, this ome trizl...was conducted behind closed
doors and the testimony marked '4op secret,'"

(3) "The Commission relied primerily ot the FBI, the US Secret Service
and the Dallas police for information. Representatives of those agencies
sought to have witnessen alter their statements...into statements which more
comfortably fit the immediste premise of those agencies that Oswald was the
lone sssazssin,”

(4) "o direct question was ever asked of Ruby in reference to his
attendance at such a meeting by the Commission” (with policemsn Tippit snd
Bernard Weissmen, who had places the anti-Kennedy advert in the Dallas peper
— Lene had told the Commission he had information such = meeting ocaurradj.

(5) The Commission did not secure the testimony of a womsn who told
Lene that she had witnessed Tipprit's kKilling, that the killer was short and
heavy, and that she was ordered by Dallas police not to tell anyone abent
what she had seen., The Commission evaded by steting that no such woman was
interviewed by the FBI (not by the Dellas police as Lane said).

(6) Oswald wes gquestioned repratedly over = A8-hour perdicd..yet the
Commission accepts the claim that none of these sgents took hotes and thet there
were no stenographic or tape rechrdings . "One'ls credulity is strainsd when one
contemplates azents of the FBI, Secret Service and Dallas police involved in
conducting the most important investization in the higtory of these agercies =nd
failing to rslte a rocord of the ansearsof the defendant," Lane comments.

(7) Two witnesses claim to have seen Oswald with the package all ged %o
heve contzined the death rifle, Broken dom, the rifle's largest part was 34.8
inches long. One witness insisted the packsze was two feet long. The other
shown the paper bag the Commission says the rifle was carried in, stated that
the package Oswald carried "definitely wasn't that Tong,"

(8) Oswald's palmprint allegedly found on the rifle is suspect. At 11.45
Pellsy on the day of Kennedy's assassination the »ifle was rolossed to the FEI
and sent to Washington. FBI agents there could Tind no identifible prints on
it. It was only ssseried subscouent 1 the Dallas police that before turning
the rifle over to the FBI they had fountl a palmprint on the understock of the
rifle and "lifted it off" by 2 technique which left no trace,
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‘PANSHER BOOES FO PUT MARX ON THE MASS MARKET by Bob Gregory

\ Snmowmeing = new series called London Penthers, Panther Books,
seylstaly notewrthy for such titles as Wingchwitz", point out that at
gent there is only one U.X. paperback publisher reaching a popular
3 it with sericus titles. In their new series are to appear modern
- sms of ¥arx ond Freud, in an attempt to £ill "emormous gaps in this

e

: Penther recently issued a 2/6 edition of Jack London's famous classic
IMPsopic of the /[byss". First published in 1903 and out of print for nany
§eers in a cheap format, this work predates Orwell's similar "Down and Cut
in Paris and London" by decades and is an important commentary on a period
for which there is a dearth of accurate soccial writing. Jack Londen's
experiences in London's BEast End, his factual and simple style,tell us of
the real misery rnd poverty of life in the halcyon days of British imperia-
dism for the working class of the metropolis. But it is not a dull bogk,
=84 seny of london's contemporaries turned to socialism as a result of

such writings. For present readers, a renewal of conviction and =& dedication
%0 London's firm belief that "for a great deal of political machinery, which
&t present mismanages (the people), I see nothing else than the scrapheap™
=re the rownrls of this valusble social document,

Panther books arc published by Hamilton & Cob at 108, Brompion Rd.,
Enightebridge, London SW 3.

THE HEAT. JEMNY HOPE from Searmus Geraghty

On the occasicn of the bi-centenary of Jemmy Hope's birth a study of
his 1ife has boen published. Jemmy Hope is asmeglected figure yet he was
cne of the grestest of the United Irishmen. &4 Fresbyterian weaver from
dntrim he helped to establish societies of United Irishmen among the workess
of Dublin. He fought in the 1798 dsing at the Battle of Imtrim, and he
organised the workers of Dublin behind Robert Emmet in 1603. He was one
of Ireland's picneer trade unionists and hatl to move from place to plece to
avoid arrest, and always had to be on guard against spies and traitors,

The pemphlet, Jémmy Hope = A Man of th People, by Sean Cronin - has been
published by Sceim na glenrdchumann (T ade Union Sceme), - an educational,
social and cultursl asscciation, which promotes = lmowledge of the lantungs

| -nd history of Ircland amonlst trade unions. It can be obtained froms /m
Runai, Sceim na gCeardchwnamm, 17, Curlew Rd,., Drimmnagh, Irelsnd, costing

. 1/3d post paid. It will enmrich readerd lmowledge of the Irish movement,
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£1,000,000,000 OF (GAMBLING IN SEPTEMEER from Pat Jordan

Wot so long ago it was fashionable to talk of the Bingo craze which
was sweeping the country. However, even though thousands were turning up
for their nightly 'eyes-down! this form of gambling is very smsll time
indeeds For the first time we now havé hove some indication of the amount
of gambling the big time operators - on the London Stock Exchange - indulge
in. The Stock Exchange revealed on October 2nd its furnover in Septanber,
This amounted to £992.3 million representing purchases =né sales in 4674932
transacticns, This is the firet time such figures heve been published, The
average daily furnover for the 22 business days of the months was £45.1
million, with 21,270 trenssctions of an average size of £2.120.,

The figures alsc provide a rough indication of the sross commisaion
earned by the 270 stockbroking firms. The commission on Ordinery snd fixed
interest stocks could range between €2F million and £/4 million with the
actual figure probably much nesrer the upper limit., In addition to this
there is the commission earned on dealings in British Government stocks

(which formed 59% of the turnover) - this is proctimlly inpossible to estim-
ate becanse of the complexity of different rates. It is clear that a lot
of people are earning a 1ot of loot for carrying out a purely psrasitic
fumection.

RECESSION EXPECTED IN 1.S. DURTHG 1965

The Merril Iymch, Pierce, Fenmer & Smith Inc. Guide for Investors
contained the following in its latest issue:

"eslhile forecasters sre virtually unanimous in taking an optimistic view
of the short-term prospects of the economy, many anticipate & slowdown or o mild
recessicn sometime in 1965. Their case rests on a number of ‘eonsiderations:

" & yenr from now, the tax-cut stimulus will havo largely spent itnclf;
furthermore, the reduced withholding rates are inadeguate for =11 but the lower
income brackets, and many taxpayers next ipril will owe a sizable lump-sum
payment - possibly as much a3 2 billion dollara.

" Capitel snending in 1965, expected to be atcorelose to a peak, will make
litile or no contribution to further production gains; new capecity, which up $o
now has kept one step shead of gains in cutput, will be goming on stresm next
year at & rapid rate, with consequent pressure on prices =mnd profit margins.

" Profits and profit mergins are further threatened by an appavent slowing
in the rate of productivity increase, by intensified pressure for higher wares
(even without an inflationary wege settlement in the auto industry), =md by other
cost increases, For example, industrial materials prices rose ?% between July
1963 and July 1964,

"New housing starts apparently reachsd a cyelical peak last fall; total new
construction may kave reached its peak this spring.

" Throe years of record or near-record sales of sutcs and other durable
goods have lifted consumer debt into new hizh ground, and installment reyeyments
are now teking 14% of after-tax income; many analysts consider = slowdown in
debt expansion overdae.

" Federal spending will grovide 1little or no further 1ift to the econcmy..™

A receesion in the U.S. will add considerably to the ecompmic difficulties
facing which ever party wins the election in Britain.



